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these other tendencies ! His life was the battle-
field of these two kinds of tendencies. He felt a
great love for her. She was betrothed to Kestner.
Kestner was a good fellow. He himself, though
he showed his love to the young woman, did
^nothing improper. Yet that love was a pain as of
hell. And that other young woman ! He used
to visit the household, talk as a friend, and laugh
and play. He did not, however, speak of marriage.
Another man came and spoke of marriage and
settled it. What, afterwards, was his position
there ? Yet, he was not willing to give up con-
tacts. Naturally, this ended in a misunder-
standing with the fiance. A man like him had
no place with these people who called themselves
respectable. The other group which called itself
free went to the other extreme. Caroline was the
fiancee of his friend; she was very shortly to
marry that friend; and yet, how free was her
behaviour to himself! If he went into a room in
which she was present along with ten other
people, she would get up and approach him and,
right in the presence of all, embrace him and kiss
him. This gave him pleasure then and yet he some-
times asked himself whether she was right. The
friend, of course, was offended with his fiancee who
behaved in this way and with himself for allowing